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President’s Message

Dear Fellow Technologists!

Summer is in full swing and I hope you have all
been able to take advantage of some of the great
weather. The CSRT has been busy with a
number of issues, most notably, continued PA
legislation and preparation for the annual
conference.

The board is still finalizing details for the
conference. The Friday night keynote speaker
will be forensic radiographer, Nancy Adams.
Saturday’s lectures will again be divided between
two tracks, mammography and general
radiography.

The CSRT will continue to monitor any
attempted changes to our licensure. To that end
we must increase our membership to cover our
increased expenses. Please remember that we are
working to protect the positions of all
radiographers in Connecticut. Please speak with
your co-workers and persuade them to join, and
become involved in, the society.

Enjoy the rest of the summer and I look forward
to seeing you at the annual conference in
October.

Jay Derksen, CSRT President

**********

R.T. in D.C. / CARE Bill

Since so much depends upon the quality of
medical imaging examinations it’s surprising to
learn that 11 states and the District of Columbia
allow individuals with little or no training to
perform x-ray and other diagnostic imaging
examinations. Additionally, 16 states allow

inadequately educated personnel to deliver
radiation therapy and in 22 states they are
allowed to perform nuclear medicine procedures.

It’s important to establish nationwide educational
and credentialing standards for personnel who
plan and deliver radiation therapy treatments and
perform medical imaging examinations. The
Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and
Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation
Therapy Bill, or CARE Bill, would establish
minimum standards for personnel who perform
these procedures. It would ensure that personnel
are qualified to produce the images doctors use
to make life-saving decisions.

From March 13th through the 15th, RT
representatives from 38 states convened in
Washington D.C. to meet with members of
Congress and ask for their sponsorship of the
CARE Bill.

This year Diane Kosenko and I were the CSRT
team from Connecticut. We met with staff at all
of our Representative’s offices and both
Senators. Our primary goal was to seek
Congressional support for the Bill and elicit co-
sponsorship from members of the House. Each
of the meetings went well and staff members
appeared genuinely interested in the Bill and its’
goals.

**********

College Bowl

The 2011 CSRT Bowl took place on April 26th at
the John Creasy Auditorium of Danbury
Hospital. Three programs, Danbury, Hartford
and Stamford, participated in the competition.

Ruth Shanley, Program Director of the Danbury
Program, acted as host and welcomed everyone



to the competition. I then had the opportunity to
speak to the students about the role of the CSRT
in their new profession and the importance of
their support as members. I also encouraged
them to stay active in the society. Andy Savo, a
GE representative, gave a great motivational
presentation to all in attendance.

The Danbury Program won the competition with
Stamford and Hartford coming in second and
third place respectively. The CSRT wishes to
extend congratulations to all of the students who
participated in this year’s competition. We also
wish to thank D.A. Saia, Program Director of the
Stamford Program, who acted as moderator and
everyone who made this year’s competition a
success.

**********

House of Delegates

The ASRT House of Delegates meets annually to
debate and vote on motions and proposed
changes to the ASRT Bylaws and to adopt
clinical practice and educational standards.
During the meeting a delegate’s primary duties
are to represent the radiologic science profession
and their affiliates, or chapters, and take action
on issues that affect professional practice.

Tania Blyth and I were able to attend this year’s
event. I was impressed by how well the meeting
was structured. Donna Long, Speaker of the
House, was excellent and ran an orderly event!
During the House Business meeting I had the
opportunity to make a motion to change language
to a current motion under debate and it passed!
It was quite a learning experience and now more
than ever I feel that I was truly part of the
process…it was quite an honor.

I was also able to attend the radiography chapter
meeting. It was great to meet and speak with so
many of the people I only knew by name. The
chapter meetings are crucial to understanding the
motions and amendments put forth to the House.

Overall, this was a fantastic event. It’s important
to know and understand the people in the ASRT
and learn how the process works. Additionally,
it was great to meet other delegates many of
whom shared the same challenges and
opportunities that I do as an affiliate president.

Legislative Update

As all members are aware, legislation was passed
allowing PAs to perform fluoroscopic procedures
contingent upon passing an ARRT administered
certification examination prior to October 1,
2011.

Last month, the CSRT, DPH and CONNAPA
agreed to an extension until July 1, 2012.
Effective that date, all PAs that perform
fluoroscopy must have taken, and passed, the
certification examination.

**********

Annual Conference

The 2011 conference will take place at the North
Haven campus of Quinnipiac University on
Friday evening, September 30 and an all day
session will be held on Saturday, October 1. As
in the past, the Saturday session will have both a
general radiography track and a mammography
track. Registration forms, which will include
more specific lecture information, will be mailed
toward the end of August.


